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USAID donates anti-smoke
belching materials to QC

The Quezon City government
is the recipient of anti-smoke
belching tools from the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID), through
its Energy and Clean Air Project
(ECAP).

Consisting of traffic cones,

masks, vests, caps and T-shirts,
the donation forms part of the
USAID’s continuing technical
assistance to the QC government
to boost its effort to sustain and
strengthen its roadside inspection
drive against smoke-emitting ve-
hicles.

Mayor Feliciano Belmonte
Jr. received the donation from
ECAP’s deputy chief Arlene
Donaire at a simple turnover rites
at the QC Hall last Oct. 9 which he

said is one of the activities lined

up for the celebration of the city’s

67th founding anniversary held
last Oct. 12. _
Donaire expressed hope that

the donation will help clean air in
QC to be more vigilant in pursuing
roadside inspection operations in
the effort of improving the com-
pliance of public utility vehicles
(PUVs) to the motor vehicle emis-
sion standards provided under Re-
public Act 8749, otherwise known
as the Clean Air Act of 1999.

Also, the agency is intending
to donate a brand-new diesel
smoke meter and communica-
tions equipment to the city’s
anti-smoke belching unit during
the observance of the Clean Air
Month next month (November).

~ Belmonte has initiated an anti-

smoke belching campaign since
his election in 2001 in an effort
to make Quezon City a pollution
free area.

The Land Transportation Office
(LTO) cited the QC government

_ anti-smoke belching umts as LTO

law enforcement group for 2005.
(Sel A. Baysa/Raul Gonzales)
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QC steps up smoking ban

By CHITO A. CHAVEZ

The Quezon City (QC) government
yesterday stepped up its no-smoking
campaign to include local city offi-
cials, city hall employees, contractual
workers, the public transacting busi-
ness in the city hall and visitors. They
will be strictly barred from smoking
inside non-designated smoking areas
of the city hall premises.

‘City hall authorities earlier des-
ignated a section in the football field
beside the city hall high-rise building
as the designated smoking area.

Tadeo Palma, Secretary to Mayor

Herbert Bautista, said the no-smok-
ing campaign will apply to all, citing
that even top city hall officials will be
penalized accordingly for the viola-

tion. He said the violators will face -
- stiff penalties as provided for in Civil

Service Commission (CSC) Circular
Number 17 S 2009.

“Patas patas ang labanan sa
no-smoking law dito opisyal man o

~ casual employee (The no-smoking

law will be enforced fairly on city
hall officials and casual workers),”
Palma added. ; ,
The move is part of the city’s prep-
aration for the massive anti-smoking
campaign in the city, said Palma.
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